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Scenario

June 23, 2015

The Chatsworth Little League championship

game is scheduled for a 6:00 PM first pitch. There is
pressure to get the game in as the school year

IS ending.

The weather forecast has south Jersey in a zone
where severe weather may occur during the late
afternoon or evening.
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Outlook issued at 8:00 AM June 23, 2015
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SEVERE STORMS
Tuesday Afternoon/Eve

» Small hail
» Damaging winds
* Flooding downpours
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National Weather Service Forecast
12:30 PM 23 June 2015

Forecast

SOUTHEASTERN BURLINGTON-

INCLUDING THE CITIES OF.. WHARTON STATE FOREST
1230 PM EDT TUE JUN 23 2015

...oEVERE THUNDERSTORM IN EFFECT UNTIL 7 PM EDT THIS
EVENING...

.THIS AFTERNOON...SHOWERS AND THUNDERSTORMS LIKELY. SOME
THUNDERSTORMS MAY BE SEVERE WITH DAMAGING WINDS.
BREEZY...HOT

WITH HIGHS IN THE MID 90S. SOUTHWEST WINDS 15 TO 20 MPH WITH
GUSTS UP TO 30 MPH. CHANCE OF RAIN 70 PERCENT.
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Dilemma

Make a late afternoon decision to postpone the
game”?

or

Start the game and keep an eye on the weather?

or

Start the game early and get it in before a storm
arrives”?

or

Pay no attention to the forecast?
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National Weather Service Forecast
4:15 PM 23 June 2015

Forecast

SOUTHEASTERN BURLINGTON-

INCLUDING THE CITIES OF.. WHARTON STATE FOREST
415 PM EDT TUE JUN 23 2015

...oEVERE THUNDERSTORM IN EFFECT UNTIL 11 PM EDT THIS
EVENING...

.TONIGHT...MOSTLY CLOUDY WITH SHOWERS AND THUNDERSTORMS
LIKELY THIS EVENING...THEN PARTLY CLOUDY AFTER MIDNIGHT.
SOME THUNDERSTORMS MAY BE SEVERE WITH DAMAGING WINDS.
LOWS IN THE UPPER 60S. NORTHWEST WINDS 5 TO 10
MPH...BECOMING NORTH AFTER MIDNIGHT. CHANCE OF RAIN 60
PERCENT.
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NJ Weather &

Climate Network

NJweather.org

NJi

Horme Mewrs
Contact Lis Login

Latest Temperatures. Curmert Radar

T Stary

Third Warmest and Driest as Drought Concems
Arise, and a Pronounced Transition: May and
Spring 2015 Recap

Thursday, Jume 4, 2015 - 8:52pm

A fog bank sits just offshore of Sea Girt (Monmouwth Counfy) during
the afternoon of May 375t Photo by Caplain Jim Freda, Beach
Maneger for Borowgh of Sea Git [WSGLIfeguards).

Way 2015 was a werm and dry month across Mew Jersay. As the
manth ended, drought concerns were looming large, though rainfall
n the north during the afternoon and evening of the 31st and
continuing into the first days of June resulted in at least a temporary
braking of the downward slide. Based on data gathered at long-term
Wational Weather Service Cooperativa Cbserving (CO0F) stations,
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Way rainfall averaged 1.08" across NJ. This is 2.92° below the 1981
2010 mean and ranks as the 3rd driest May since records
commencad in 1895

qu those who have been reading these manthly narratives for somsa
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Tabular Data

Latest Wind Speeds

Latest Extremes
City, State Temp City, State Temp
Jersey City 84 High Pt. L
[LSC), MJ Monument, M.J
Mansfield, B 83 High Point, M. T4
Sea Girt, HJ 83 Netcomg, MJ 75
Hillzborough, 83 Pittstown, NJ Fi)
HJ ‘Wantage, N.J ke
Cape May Court 83
House, M.
most C formation s of . 225 Fid
Latest Conditions & Forecast
West Cape May, NJ
wind
5 miph from the
WNW
Wind Gust
15 mph from
the WHW

afeo

Parthy Slight Che  Sunmy Mdosthy
A7 °F 74 °F A7 °F 71 °F
This Ti h Hmd.a'_f M
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Radar: 6:00 PM 23 June 2015

KDIX - PHILADELPHIA, PA
06/23/2015 2201:46 GMT
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ELEV ANGLE: 0.48
SWEEP TIME: 22:01:49 GMT

Legend: dBZ
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Tabular Deta Charta Contact Us

Oswego Lake,NJ

Philip E. Marucd Center for Blueberry and

Cranberry Ressarch _SET AS FAVORITE search by zipcode or city/state GO
Latest NWS Forecast Latest Conditions
Tonight 1l Wiirned
Mostly clesr, with a low -
around Z2. Morthwest o F Wird Gust
wind around & rmiph W [
— becoming calm in the o
Miastly Clesr evarning.
52°F g
Thursdzy HNow This Hour Last & hr Today Last 24 hr
Mostly sunny, with a high Ternperatune 71 72 73 65 73 45 T3 45 73
near T—’-:I: l;ul_rr'_ \j'ir!l:i - Hesttinee: .
becarming east around 5
— mph in the afternoan Dewport 58 53 5T 50 58 49 57 48 58
Nty Sunmy Wind SpeeciGust a T . 14 14 - 14
70 °F Prieciy - 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Values in biue are minkmums, values in red are meximums. Defa as of Oct 7 0555 PM
Thursday Night View expanded tabular data for this station: 5 Minute / Hourly / Daily

Partly cloudy, with a low Trends and Climatologies

arourd 55. Light
southeast wind.

— Temperature / Dew Point =
Partly Clousy . Oswego Lake, Burlington County, B) (#317)
55°F
i)
Frday
L8
rk.") Iselated showers batween Eas
d44d noon and 3pm, then g
:L-“. - scatterad showers and 2 &0
'--Em thunderstorms after Jpm. g
Partly Sunny then Partly sunny, with a high E
Scattered Showers near 79. Southwest wind 2 5
T79°F 7 1o 11 mph. Chance of
50

r . Friday Night

Scattered showers and a5
w thumderstons belons 20:00 T. Oct Q400 0800 12:040 16:00

Bpm, then showers likely — Termperature — Dew Paint
CHARCE dni Doss :.'ll:."E Cfice of the hew jessey State Chmatologist (NIOI mateorg,
Shiowers Likaly thunderstonm between
Bprm and 2am, then
57°F scattered showers after ) .
- ' Wind Speed / 1 Hour Wind Speed Max =

l |' I ‘( ; I :RS Oswega Lake, Burlingten County, NI (#317) 3
) Saturday 20




Sewell, June 23 2015
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Sewell, June 23 2015
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Hammonton, June 23 2015
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Hammonton, June 23 2015
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Oswego Lake, June 23 2015
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Oswego Lake, June 23 2015
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Pre-Game Decision

It is now 6:00 PM and the decision was to play
the game while keeping an eye on the storm by
using hand-held devices with access to
http://njweather.org while at the game, and by
having someone keep an eye on the western sky.

Your new data includes the data after 4:30 PM
found in Figures 4-6 in Part Il, and the National
Weather Service radar images below.
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Radar Loop of the Event

VIEW SEPARATE RADAR
LOOP HERE
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How the scenario played out

* Decision makers informed that Hammonton just had a 71
mph gust with heavy rain falling.

« Sewell has received 0.62" in just 20 minutes. Lightning is
seen to the west.

 The game is stopped and everyone is told to get to their
cars and see if the storm will quickly pass and the game
can be resumed.

« At 7:10 the game was called: field has huge puddles,
lightning is still seen to the east, AND power is out within
the region. People are told to be careful heading home
due to downed trees and power lines.
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Williamstown, Gloucester County
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Wind Gusts at 3 Southern NJ Stations, June 23 2015

B Sewell Wind Gusts
# Hammonton Wind Gusts
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18:50 -
18:55 H
19:00 b
19:05 b

17:30
19:10

17:35
17:40
17:45
17:50
17:55
18:00
18:05
18:10
18:15
18:20
18:25
$:30
18:35
18:40
18:45
19:15

19:20

19:25

19:30

RUTGERS




0.30

0.25

0.20

5-Minute Precipitation (inches)
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0.05

0.00

5-Minute Precipitation Totals at 3 Southern NJ Stations, June 23 2015

m sewell Precip

B Hammonton Precip

W Oswego Lake Precip
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Air Temperature at 3 Southern NJ Stations, June 23 2015
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EXTRA SLIDES
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Game underway

6:00 Chatsworth: Partly cloudy, humid, 92°, 19 mph gust.
Radar shows squall line moving into NJ from PA.

6:15 Dark clouds seen on the western horizon. Radar
shows the squall line near Sewell (Gloucester).

6:20 Coaches and umps (decision makers) informed that a
storm was likely approaching. Winds just gusted
over 50 mph at Sewell with heavy rain. Temperature
there has fallen 90° to 69° in the past 20 minutes.
Chatsworth is 90° with just moderate gusts.
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Game underway

6:30 Decision makers informed that Hammonton just
had a 71 mph gust with heavy rain falling. Sewell
has received 0.627 in just 20 minutes.

Lightning is seen to the west. The game is stopped
and everyone is told to get to their cars and see if
the storm will quickly pass and the game can be
resumed.
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Storm hits

6:40 Storm strikes with vivid lightning, winds gusting to
53 mph. Heavy rain falling

6:55 Temperature is 70°, wind continues to gust to 45 mph.

7:05 Rain is about to end with 0.49” having fallen in the
past 25 minutes.

7:10 Game called: field has huge puddles, lightning is still
seen to the east, AND power is out within the region.
People are told to be careful heading home due to
downed trees and power lines.
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Should the game have started?
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